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Capacity building in QA mechanisms based on ESG Part 
1: ANECA-AUDIT project on supporting internal quality 
assurance systems

Cooperation between networks at the regional level: 
European subject-specific accreditation label in 
engineering

Exploring the Bologna agenda: accreditation of joint-
programmes and mutual recognition

We can identify various focus of cooperation 
between Europe and Latin America:
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AUDIT is a procedure run by ANECA: 

• To set up a common reference framework for the 
evaluation of internal quality assurance systems of 
HEIs.

• To support HEIs in the development of their IQAS.

• To develop a procedure that facilitates the review of 
IQAS of HEIs 

• It is related to the Part 1 of the European Standards and Guidelines 
for Quality Assurance (7 criteria). 

• The definition of the criteria implies the participation of the national 
stakeholders at the national level.

Spanish initiative with a European approach



The project has to be adapted to the particular 
academic and legal contexts so a “one fits all sizes” is 
not possible: AUDIT is not a product to be sell but a 
means of cooperation between 2 QA bodies

The original model was changed introducing 2 criteria 
relevant for the Latin American context, after a 
consultation process with stakeholders

Step by step process: Making the IQAS real (fit for the 
purpose)

AUDIT – Latin America

ANECA was approached by various QA bodies and HEIs associations in 
Latin America to apply AUDIT in their HE contexts.

The evaluation allows HEIs to identify each other within the national 
and regional contexts and:

• Can promote mobility of students and graduates and

• Recognition at the national and international level



It knows the HE system and allows assuring the institutional 
diversity

It plays the role of contacting the international body (ANECA) 
and the local HEIs

It makes easier the contact with national stakeholders

AUDIT – Latin America

Why is coordinated by a national body?

What role is played by the European partner?

It has the successful background of the procedure: know-how

It brings a long and stable bilateral and multilateral collaboration 
in Latin America



ANECA has developed AUDIT with the following QA bodies at the 
national and regional level in Latin America:

AUDIT – Latin America

• CSUCA (Upper University Council of Central 
America), Guatemala: 2009-2010 

• ANR (National Rectors’ Assembly), Perú: 
2011-2014

• CCA (Central America Accreditation Council), 
Costa Rica: 2014-2015

• SENESCYT-CEAACES, Ecuador: 2015-2016
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The European Network for 
the Accreditation 
of Engineering Education (ENAEE)
awarding the EUR-ACE® label*
(www.enaee.eu)

European Network for the Accreditation of  
Engineering Education

European initiative with a Mexican partner

* Recognized as good practice by the EC in “Report on
progress in quality assurance in higher education”, 2009



• EUR-ACE® is the European 
quality label for the bachelor 
and master degrees in the 
Engineering

• It covers all the
engineering disciplines

• International recognition

• Facilitates academic and 
professional mobility

• The EUR-ACE label is a 
certificate delivered by an
authorized Agency to a 
University regarding an
accredited bachelor or master 
degree.

• The EUR-ACE label is based on 
standards which identify 
Engineering degrees of high 
quality in Europe and the rest of 
the world.

European initiative with a Mexican partner



Accreditation  
Agencies

Bachelor & Master 
Engineering Degree 

Programmes

EUR‐ACE®  Label

ENAEE authorizes accreditation agencies to award the EUR‐
ACE® Label to engineering degree programmes they accredit,
at Bachelor and Master degree level.

European initiative with a Mexican partner



In order to be granted the authority to award the EUR-
ACE Label, an accreditation agency must satisfy
ENAEE that it carries out programme accreditation in
accordance with the EUR-ACE Framework Standards
and Guidelines (EAFSG) of ENAEE.
Accreditation  

Agency
Compliance with EUR‐ACE 
Framework Standards and 
Guidelines

Authority to award 
the EUR‐ACE Label

European initiative with a Mexican partner



14

Countries with authorised accreditation agencies
EUROPE AND THE EUR-ACE SYSTEM



On 19th November 2014, the 13 authorised agencies signed
a Mutual Recognition Agreement whereby they accept each
other’s accreditation decisions in respect of Bachelor and
Master of Engineering degree programmes which they
accredit.

Mutual Recognition Agreement

European initiative with a Mexican partner



The agreement between the 
National Accreditation Agency 

and the main body of the 
engineering profession in Spain 

has made possible the 
development of the EURACE 

label in Spain. 

European initiative with a Mexican partner



El sello EUR-ACE

The case study of Mexico: CACEI. 

The Accreditation Agency for Engineering Studies of 
Mexico, CACEI, showed interest on the EUR-ACE® 
label awarded by ANECA and other partners of ENAEE.



- The procedure has been adapted to the Mexican context but
maintaining the level of requirement of the EUR-ACE® label

- Pilot procedure with 2 programmes in 3 HEIs:
San Luis Potosí
Universidad del Yucatán 
Universidad de Nuevo León

- The Mexican counterpart will provide experts to the assessment 
panel, trained in the EURACE methodology by ANECA.

ANECA has signed a MoU with CACEI to conduct a joint 
pilot project in the second semester of 2015.

El sello EUR-ACE



The European Network for the Accreditation of Engineering Education 
(ENAEE) has supported the initiative to broaden the scope of influence of 
this European accreditation high quality label in other regions.

It gives the opportunity to a European accreditation label to compete with 
other international labels in the global arena

For ANECA is a good opportunity to put in contact a clear feature of the 
European dimension of accreditation with the Mexican HE system.

Other organisations in Latin America have shown interest in the Label 
such as the Centro-American Accreditation Agency of Architecture and 
Engineering Programmes, ACAII for 2016. 

El sello EUR-ACE
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ECA has been re-founded in 2014 into an Association focusing
on three main topics:

• the accreditation of joint-programmes

• the mutual recognition of accreditation/QA results among
agencies in a multinational level (MULTRA) and

• the development of a certificate on the internationalisation
of programmes and institutions

A European initiative with an international approach



ECA has worked on accreditation of joint-programmes since 2005 where 
the “Principles guiding the accreditation of joint-programmes” were 
passed by its plenary meeting in Berlin.

In 2010 ECA lauched the The JOQAR Project, ‘Joint programmes: Quality 
Assurance and Recognition of degrees awarded' funded by the EC 
Erasmus Mundus Action 3 programme and developed until 2013.

The project seeks to promote single accreditation procedures through:

• the development of a multilateral recognition agreement regarding QA 
and accreditation results and

• by the establishment of a European coordination point for external QA 
and accreditation of joint programmes.

A European initiative with an international approach



The JOQAR project conducted: 

4 pilot projects involving Erasmus Mundus Master programmes to 
explore the single accreditation of a joint-programme 

16 observation missions to accreditation procedures of another 
agency participating in the project; the observations were the basis 
for decision-making of admitting new agencies to the multilateral 
mutual recognition agreement regarding joint-programmes (MULTRA)

2 of them carried out with the Accreditation Council of Colombia, 
CNA and the Accreditation Agency of Costa Rica, SINAES.

A European initiative with an international approach



a) European Higher Education Area. 
Reviewed by ENQA and listed in 
EQAR 

b) Reviewed by the Guidelines for Good Practice of 
the International Quality Assurance Agencies for 
Higher Education

ANECA

Spain

CNA

Colombia

SINAES

Costa Rica

C) Complied with the Code of Good 
Practice of the European Consortium 
for Accreditation

Reviews of QAAs makes cooperation and recognition 
much easier globally

A European initiative with an international approach

Partners in the European consortium for Accreditation, ECA



The EHEA is a major driving force for cooperation for Latin 
American stakeholders in QA/accreditation issues.

Latin America Countries’ Cooperation

Bridging the gap through cooperation in QA

3 examples have been provided showing:
– A project run bilaterally by ANECA with a procedure based in ESG Part 1 

for Internal Quality Assurance systems of HEIs as a way to promote 
cross-border recognition and mobility 

– A European label based on a subject-specific accreditation procedure for 
Mexican engineering programmes

– Mutual recognition of joint-programmes based on a single accreditation 
procedure run by ECA, and applied also for Latin American HEIs through 
multilateral agreement (MULTRA). 



Thank you for your 
attention

www.aneca.es
direccion@aneca.es 


